
I am not alone at all, I thought. I was never alone at 
all. And that, of course, is the message of Christmas. We 
are never alone. Not when the night is darkest, the wind 

coldest, the world seemingly most indifferent. For this is still 
the time God chooses. (Taylor Caldwell)

This is what we have experienced through the year 2013. 
We have not been alone. You have all accompanied us 
and made it so memorable and fruitful. God has blessed 
us through you! Permit us to share some of those 
beautiful moments with you.

New shooTs!

BeLUR: new edifice for children

A great dream in this mission station with our presence 
for over 30 years was realized on 2nd February, 2013. 
The new school building was blessed by the Bishop of 
Chickmagalur along with special prayers. At present 
we have 430 children from Lower Kindergarten to 5th 
standard and 14 teachers on the staff who give their best 
to the institution.

New BLoCK AT LAR: A home for orphan girls

The new unit of Lar de Sta Teresinha, Margao - a home 
for the younger orphan girls, was inaugurated on 10th 

June, 2013 by 
the Provincial. 
The beautiful 
Chapel and the 
entire edifice 
was blessed by 
A r c h b i s h o p -
Patriarch of Goa 
and Daman. Our 

gratitude to Frs. Alvito Fernandes, Anthony D’Souza 
and Frs. Joseph D’Souza for overseeing the construction 
work.

RYshIVANA drawing people to silence and prayer

An additional block and a new chapel was inaugurated 
and blessed at Ryshivana, Institute of Indian 
Christian Spirituality and centre for Inner Silence 
and Contemplative Prayer on 3rd October 2013 by 
the Bishop of Mangalore. It has been constructed to 
accommodate the growing number of priests, religious, 
laity and youth who want to spend time with the Lord 
in the scenic and serene atmosphere of our centre. The 
regular certificate course for senior religious continues 
in the main block to its full capacity.

VIBraNT BraNChes!

FoRMAToRs of India unite!

A National Congress on formation was organized under 
the auspices of the Inter-Provincial Conference of India 
(IPCI) from 20-26 January, 2013 at Sadbhavana, by the 
Carmelite Provincialate of the Karnataka-Goa Province, 
Bangalore, India. The 30 participants were Formators 
from the various Carmelite units in India.

seCoND NoVITIATe: all for you o Lord

This was an intense spiritual programme organized 
by our Province in preparation of their final vows of 

seminarians from all the Indian Units. It consisted of 
classes, prayer and sharing from 1 April – 15 May, 2013. 
All the 24 brothers expressed their contentment for 
such a great opportunity to come together in view of 
their Solemn Profession.

A social exposure to our YoUNG PRIesTs

on our Carmelite Saints. The final closing ceremony on 
8th October, 2013 was conducted in the courtyard of the 
Chapel with a marchpast, the return of the four flags to 
mark the conclusion of the competitions, the lowering 
of the main flag and the singing of the anthem specially 
composed for the Fest and which was sung each day.

All the CARMeLITes oF INDIA congregate in 
Bangalore

The birth of the baby Jesus 
 stands as the most significant 
event in all history. The angel 

rightly announced to Joseph that 
he would be called ’Emmanuel’ 

(which means “God is with us”). 
What a consoling and assuring 
thought. Insignificant though  

we are, God chooses to 
 remain with us. 

The 15 Priests from our Province ordained 6-10 years 
ago were taken to Kalvi Kendra, Villupuram, Tamil 
Nadu from 20-23 August, 2013 as part of their on-going 
formation. This centre founded by a Jesuit, and now 
fully managed by lay people is doing pioneering work 
for the poor in villages facing various calamities. 

A mega gathering of our FoRMees

Carmel Fest - the maiden attempt to bring together our 
seminarians from different stages of formation was a land 
mark in the history of the Karnataka-Goa Province. The 
gathering that began on 5th October, 2013 comprised 
of liturgical Prayer, Mass, sharing of experiences 
and vocation stories, games, camp fire and a quiz on 
Carmelite history and spiritual legacy. The 108 students 
were very creative in potraying the themes given to them 

In preparation for the V Birth Centenary of St. Teresa of 
Avila, a Congress was held in Bangalore from November 
28 – December 1, 2013 with the title: st. Teresa speaks 
to Asia. Promoted by our Generalate in Rome, it was 
planned and executed by friars from our Province under 
the leadership of the Provincial. It brought together 430 
members belonging to the Carmelite Family (Friars, 
Sisters and Secular Carmel) who feasted on the rich 
doctrine of Our Holy Mother, offered by 8 eloquent 
speakers. These sessions were interspersed by cultural 
performances, drama and dance based on the life and 
message of St. Teresa. Daily Mass, Prayer and a film 
on St Teresa were the other components of this rich 
spiritual renewal programme. 5 Bishops and two friars 
from Spain graced the occasion. 

FResh FRUITs!

New PRIesTs in the Lord’s Vineyard

The Karnataka-Goa 
Province rejoices for the 
gift of three news priests: 
Deacons Richard Menezes, 
Joyson Saldanha and 
Prakash D’Cunha in April 
2013. Our distant mission 
land in Tanzania celebrated 

the ordination of Deacon Reginald Safari Mworia – a 
son of the soil, in traditional African rhythm on 7th 
August, 2013. 



May the joys of Christmas-tide
Love and peace and piety
Ever in your hearts abide

Till we reach eternity. 

Through the year that ’s yet to be,
May the Lord on you bestow
Wisdom, health and charity 

In His grace that you may grow. 

soLeMN PRoFessIoNs: take my life o Lord

Nine brothers made their final commitment in the 
Order on the 21st of May 2013 at Infant Jesus Shrine, 
Carmel Hill, Mangalore. 

First step in ReLIGIoUs LIFe

This year 9 novices pronounced their religious vows for 
the first time on 14th December, 2013. 

Called from CANADA…

Fr. Alfredo Pereira (Indian) and Mr. Josef Giroux 
(French Canadian), impressed by the life and work of 
our friars in Canada, have begun their journey in Carmel. 
After 7 months of live-in experience in our Carmelite 
communities and a brief period of Postulancy, they 
were given the religious habit on September 7, 2013 and 
entered the novitiate in California, USA.

…And from INDIA

Heeding 
the call of 
God, 22 
young boys 
have joined 
the minor 
seminary this 
year. 

oUTsTANDING FRUITs!

Youngest DoCToR in our Province!

The Karnataka-
Goa Province has a 
reason to be proud 
as Rev. Dr. Oswald 
Crasta successfully 
defended his 
doctoral thesis 
on Wednesday, 
January 16, 2013 at St. Thomas Aquinas University 
(Angelicum), Rome. The theme of his dissertation was 
- “A Philosophical Search into the Understanding of 
Being in Edith Stein’s ‘Finite and Eternal Being: An Ascent 
to the Meaning of Being’ with a Carmelite Background.” 

The golden friar

The Province rejoiced as Rev. Fr. Michael Morris Shenoy 
completed 50 years as a Carmelite on 19th March, 2013. 
The celebrations in Mangalore began with a Solemn 
Eucharist and a felicitation programme. Even at his age, 
Fr Michael remains always energetic and creative. A 
much sought after counselor he is a hit with the youth 
and children. May his tribe increase!

A walking encyclopaedia

On 1st October, 2013, the feast St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus (Little 
Flower) we celebrated the 80th 
birthday of Rev. Fr. Paul D’Souza 
at Pushpashrama College of 
Philosophy, Mysore. Though he has 
not executed a single construction, 
Fr. Paul is a stalwart who has shaped 
the history of the Karnataka-Goa 

Province by teaching and forming a majority of our 
friars through his vast knowledge and deep spirituality. 
A Festschrift (a book to honor a person) titled: Physics, 
Metaphysics and Mysticism was released on the occasion.

DIVeRse FRUITs!

MANGALoRe MoNAsTeRY – creative waves!

The Carmelite Fathers of Infant Jesus Shrine, 
Bikarnakatte, have begun their own TV programme, 
which is being telecast on the DIVINE WORD channel 
daily. It is aptly called: CARMEL KIRAN - Warmth of 
the Word, Radiance of the Values. It includes reflections, 
interviews, biographies, testimonies, on the Gospel and 
other Christian and social themes.

Musical extravaganza!

The 11th Konkani Devotional Album - ‘MOG TUZO 
PURO - Bhavartache Vattek’ was released on 5th 
January 2013. The album consists of soul stirring songs 
composed by Frs. Alwyn Sequeira, Praveen D’Souza 
and Wilfred Frank.

GIFT oF FLoweRs

Carmel means the ‘garden of the Lord’. Yes, indeed 
the Lord, has diligently taken care of us. But it has also 
grown, bloomed and become fruitful because of your 
significant contribution. Together with all the friars of 
the Province, I offer you a spiritual bouquet of prayers 
and best wishes for all that you have been to us. Thank 
you for making 2013 so special and rewarding. Your 
support and encouragement will continue to motivate 
us in our specific mission.

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year 2014.

Fr. Archibald Gonsalves, oCD
Provincial Superior 
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Glad tidings for a gracefilled Christmas
and a bright New Year 2014!

Carmelite Fathers
Karnataka-Goa Province

Bangalore

May the joys of Christmas-tide
Love and peace and piety
Ever in your hearts abide

Till we reach eternity. 

Through the year that ’s yet to be,
May the Lord on you bestow
Wisdom, health and charity 

In His grace that you may grow. 


